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MONTHLY FOCUS: SPIRITUAL GROWTH
Our God is a God of freedom, and as His children, He wants us to live in 
His freedom. The only way to truly be free is through His son Jesus 
Christ. In Christ, we aren't only free from past sins but we are free to live 
daily in His holiness, grace, and love.

This realization should bring us joy and excitement. However, we don't 
always live like this. The Bible says in 2 Corinthians that Christ's death 
on the cross has made us a new creation, that the old is gone and the 
new has come.

When we are adopted into God's family, we become dependent on Him 
for our freedom, peace, and joy. Let's live in the reality of Christ's 
freedom. 

MONTHLY FOCUS: ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE
In Luke 19:1-10, Zacchaeus was set free from his greed and selfishness. 
During the month of July read this story with your Mentee and talk 
through the freedom Zacchaeus found in Christ.

There once lived a greedy and selfish tax collector named Zacchaeus. 
Zacchaeus had the responsibility of taxing the local people for the rulers 
of that day. However, he would over tax and steal people's money 
merely because he had the authority to do so.

Zacchaeus became so disliked and hated that government soldiers were 
placed at his side for his protection. The threats and danger did not

We Are Free In Christ
For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and 

do not submit again to a yoke of slavery.
Galatians 5:1 (ESV)



stop him in the slightest. His greed continued to grow and the local 
people boiled with hatred and anger against him. But all of this would 
change when Zacchaeus met a King.

One day there was news that a King known for being compassionate 
and loving was going to visit town. The attributes of this King caught 
Zacchaeus by surprise and he was adamant on meeting such a man.

The day came and the streets filled with people trying to catch a 
glimpse of the loving King. Due to Zacchaeus being a small man 
(probably close to 4 feet tall) he left the protection of his government 
soldiers and climbed a tree to gain a better view. He finally reached the 
top of the tree and eagerly searched for the King. Minutes went by with 
no luck.

Zacchaeus began to grow frustrated and then he heard his name called. 
He looked below his feet and saw a man peering through the leaves 
with a smile on his face. The man told Zacchaeus to come down 
because he was going to stay at Zacchaeus’s house tonight.

At this moment Zacchaeus realized he was talking to the King and 
quickly descended the branches of the tree. People began to wonder 
why the King would eat with such a hated man. But this King was no 
ordinary King. Take a moment and ask your Mentee who they think the 
King may be.

This King was Jesus Christ and Zacchaeus came to know Jesus as not 
merely a King but as his Lord and Savior. After that day Zacchaeus was 
never the same. He no longer lived a life of greed and selfishness and 
because of his new found freedom in Christ he paid back all the people 
who he stole from in the past.


