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MONTHLY FOCUS: SPIRITUAL GROWTH
Starting a new school year can be an exciting time of new possibilities. 
But in reality, this change can be daunting and intimidating. Try to think 
back to how you felt when a new school year was on the horizon. Was 
there any fear present? 
 
Everyone deals with fear to some degree throughout their lives; 
especially in situations like going back to school or doing something 
new. What's important is how we react when we are fearful. Throughout 
the Bible God instructs us not to fear. He knows, as His children, we can 
become distracted by fear and lose focus on Him. 

God goes before and behind us and we need not fear. A great example 
of this can be found when Joshua became the leader of God’s people. 

Moses was definitely one of God’s MVPs. Not only did he lead the 
charge with combatting Pharaoh with plagues, and parting the Red Sea, 
he also led grumbling and ungrateful people out of captivity. This is 
definitely MVP level stuff. But a day would come when someone else 
had to take the responsibility of leading God's people. 
 
God had one man in mind and his name was Joshua. Do you think 
Joshua could have been a little scared and maybe a little overwhelmed 
about his new responsibility? Totally!! It is not a coincidence that the first 
chapter of Joshua hits on fear and trusting in God. 
 

Do Not Fear
Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, 
and do not be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.

Joshua 1:9 (ESV)



MONTHLY FOCUS: ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE
Just like Joshua, change and new beginnings are just around the corner. 
The upcoming academic year means new classrooms, teachers, and 
friends. And remember, just as God didn’t abandon Joshua He won’t 
abandon you either. 
 
God is with you every moment. He will be with you during all your 
classes and even during your lunch break. He is with you in any and 
every situation you may face this school year. 
 
Going back to school may not seem as big of a deal as what Joshua did 
but don’t forget God is not only with us in the big things but the small 
things too. If you begin to feel a little scared recite this month’s highlight 
verse, Joshua 1:9. This is why it is so important to memorize scripture for 
times such these. 

God commands Joshua to be strong and courageous ~ not 
discouraged. He even goes as far as to promise Joshua that He will be 
with him wherever he goes. Joshua trusted God and took Him at His 
word; confident that He would not break His promise.

This new school year we want to send our Mentee's off with the same 
confidence and assurance that we have their back and most 
importantly, God does.


